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The tiny but colorful shed on Main 
Street in Welton is brimming with 
art supplies, fabric, yarn, wood 

scraps, leather scraps, stickers, thread and 
paper products. Donated craft supplies spill 
into two additional buildings.

What Make It Yours Upcycle Center 
doesn’t have enough of are volunteers and 
space.

Created in 2015 from the fertile mind of 
Ann Lenth, Make It Yours encourages peo-
ple to upcycle items that might otherwise 
be thrown away.

The word “upcycling” combines “up” 
and “recycle” to describe something that 
is created from used or waste material. It 
found a home in the English language in 

the early 1990s, according to Merriam 
Webster Dictionary, as the country sought 

“As a crafter, I noticed how people were 
having little crafting garage sales,” Lenth 
said. Whatever didn’t sell, people threw 
away. Lenth found that appalling.

“I did some research and found there 
were businesses all across the world that 
do this type of thing.”

After a few months of research, Lenth 
opened Make it Yours with zero budget. 
She advertised for donations of crafting 
supplies on Craigslist.

One cold day in January, Lenth helped a 
couple unload donations from Amana Fur-
niture and Clock Shop. Amana Furniture is 
a frequent donor, Lenth said.

“Scraps of really good stuff. People love 
it,” she said.

On this particular day, a clock face and 
pendulum were among the treasures added 
to Make It Yours inventory.

Oak, fabric and clock parts are popular 
with regular customers who turn them into 
art, Lenth said.

“We have mixed-media artists who come 
in, [and] there’s steampunk people who 
will take [clock parts] and make jewelry.”

Steampunk is a genre of fashion that 
combines history with anachronistic tech-

BY WINONA WHITAKER     
Clinton Magazine staff writer    

What’s old becomes new
Upcycle shop keeps crafting scraps out of landfills

Ann Lenth writes a 
receipt for a donation 
of goods. Photos by 
Winona Whitaker.
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nology to create 

paradox.
Leather sam-

ples are popular 
with one custom-
er who makes 
leather jewelry, 
Lenth said. Some 
people are look-

things and will 
ask Lenth to let 
them know when 
those items are 
donated.

Lenth is a 
crafter herself: “I 
make repurposed 
stuff and sell it.”

Dominos be-
come magnets 
with sarcastic 
sayings.

“Snarky mag-
nets are a hit,” 
Lenth said.

The shop has 
a website, but 

-
book easier to up-
date.

“I take pictures 
all the time and 
say, ‘Look what 
came in.’ Every-
thing doesn’t go 
up there, but from 
time to time I take a picture of entic-
ing things,” she said.

Along one wall, several shelves 
hold small bundles of cloth in vari-
ous colors and patterns.

“There’s a lot of quilters,” Lenth 
said. “Believe it or not, our fabric 
stock is low.”

Yarn supplies were low in January 
as well, said Lenth. Some items are 
individually priced, but most sell for 
$3 per pound. At that price,  crafters 
who knit or crochet or use yarn in 
other ways can carry out a garbage bag full 
of yarn for about $30, Lenth said.

-

Good Fund, but Lenth is in the process of 
registering Make It Yours as a 501(c)(3) so 
that she can apply for grants.

Lenth. It might take in $50 in a weekend. 
The building was donated by Lenth and her 

husband.
“We’ve been footing the bill,” she said. 

“We need grants.”
They’ve also been doing most of the 

work at the store, Lenth said. Several vol-
unteers have helped out at times, but usual-
ly Lenth is alone. The shop is open 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Friday and Saturday, and Lenth 
has been the only volunteer for most of the 
last three years.

During the last few months, Sarah and 

Olivia Gossard of Clinton have been 
helping.

“They came in and color coordi-
nated the fabric,” said Lenth.

“She was having a sale,” Sar-
ah Gossard said. “My aunt said, 
‘Hey, do you want to go to this new 
place?’”

Gossard is campus ministry di-
rector at Prince of Peace Catholic 
School in Clinton.

“Our students have to do service 
hours in the community,” Gossard 

said. Though right now only Gossard and 
her daughter Olivia, a Prince of Peace se-
nior, are volunteering, Gossard hopes to 
have more students help at Make It Yours 
in the future.

“We try to do once or twice a month de-
pending on what Ann needs from us,” Gos-
sard said. “If she’s not there, then we’ll go 
in and take over for her. The store can still 
stay open if she’s at a craft store.”

Olivia is very organized, Gossard said. 

Fabric organized by color is a favorite find for quilters. Below: Bins are marked to guide shoppers.


